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Gardening classes with 5th graders will begin the week of September 1st.  If you have not read the ar-
ticle from the Growers last week, it is printed below.  Students will also be bringing home a brochure 
called “OFE 5th Grade Gardening, a Parent’s Guide.”  Once classes begin we will have weekly pro-
gress articles about what is happening with your students.  Stay tuned and do go to our web site for  
more information.   www.ofegrowers.org    
 
It was great meeting lots of parents at Falcon Fest just a few weeks ago.  The OFE Growers are an 
all volunteer non-profit organization that supports the gardens and nature areas at Oak Forest.  We 
were the folks with all the jams and preserves at the entrance.   We are unique as we are the only 
group of our kind in all of the Humble ISD schools.  We have existed for almost 20 years ever since 
Debbie Krenek and Vivian Cardoso, two now retired OFE teachers, envisioned a “hands on” garden 
and nature area at the school.  They recruited Jo Sanders, a retired teacher and master gardener, as 
the first garden volunteer.  Since that time the volunteers have built three garden areas, used mostly 
for experimenting and fruit and vegetable growing.   
 
In addition, there are now several nature areas around the school, several pollinator beds for butter-
flies, birds, and other critters and lots of trees have been planted by both the Growers and students to 
repopulate trees that have been lost by storms and old age.   
 
The main focus of the OFE Growers though is their weekly science and math classes with all 5th 
graders.  Once every two weeks each student works in the gardens with one of the volunteer garden-
ers. During the course of the year they will learn how to prepare soil, make compost, plant seeds and 
small plants, tend, fertilize with organic products, and finally harvest their crops and take them home 
for their families to enjoy.  Most years the harvests in the gardens during the school year are well over 
2000 pounds.  
 
During the summer, the volunteers, helped by some of the students, tend the gardens harvesting 
produce that ripens after school is out.   The products you saw at Falcon Fest are those products.  
The proceeds from the sale of these items help to pay the many expenses of running this gardening 
program.   
 
By going to the OFE Growers web site, www.ofegrowers.org, you can follow the students all year long 
with the many pictures of them working in the gardens.  Also under the contact us button, you can 
see the current inventory of all the preserved products.  Since these are only from the gardens while 
the students are not there, the supply is limited.   Many parents buy a crate or two to give to grand-
parents or friends as a holiday gift.  Tie a red bow to the crate and it is an instant present.   
 
We look forward to working with the students this year and meeting you, too.  Soon, the manual that 
your students will be working with will be on line at our web site so you can follow what they are learn-
ing in the gardens.  If you want a copy at home, let us know.  They are available for $5.  We also add 
this Growers News column each week on the web site and in the Falcon Focus weekly newsletter.   
 
Please give us feedback and do go to the web site often to follow the students, find out what they are 
bringing home in their garden bags, and check out other pages on the web site.  We welcome your 
thoughts and contributions of any kind.  Help us liquidate the preserves so we can concentrate on 
teaching the students and have the funds to carry this program on into the future.  
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