
Growers News for the Week of December 11th, 2017 
 
 It was a cold rainy day for gardening last week.  Mrs. Krenek’s students did not go out to gar-
den.  This was lamented by the youngsters, but Mrs. Keifer taught them about root crops and true to 
her word, Mrs. Sanders took them through some fun gardening math problems.  Arbor Day was dis-
cussed and Mr. Opperman got the students excited about how to earn their contribution of three dol-
lars.  All kinds of ideas were tossed around. 
 While the students were warm and dry in the classroom, several volunteers went out into the 
rain to harvest whatever was ready.  Most students took home at least one lemon, kumquats and 
some radishes.  Other vegetables that were added to the bags included beets, sugar snap peas, one 
last pepper, the last of the tomatoes, some carrots, and French sorrel.  A few lucky ones got navel 
oranges.  
 The cold snap this past week killed some of the garden plants.  The tomatoes and the last of 
the peppers are now done.  Cotton plants and some of the pollinator plants, including some of the 
nectar sources for butterflies are history until next spring.  Mrs. Opperman picked off Monarch butter-
fly eggs and larvae from the singed milkweed on Sunday.  Mr. McKinney picked up a whole bucketful 
of leaves with caterpillars and eggs to take home for Mrs. McKinney to rear.  She reports that current-
ly she has more than 200 caterpillars in her care!  Wow!  Another release is probable soon! 
 This week we should be able to harvest more greens, including kale, lettuce, mustard greens, 
spinach, and sorrel.  More radishes, carrots and beets should also be found in their bags.  Everyone 
should be able to bring home lemons and kumquats as well as oranges.  Our citrus may not look as 
pretty as that purchased in a grocery store, but we do not dye our fruit and it is definitely grown organ-
ically. Students will also be able to taste our wonderfully sweet variety of grapefruit.  This variety is 
called a Henderson Golden.  Ms. Warnack’s students will start the pumpkin smash.  This is always a 
favorite activity!  The seeds will be extracted, dried and saved for planting in early spring. 
 Several of the Growers met with Ms. Warnack and Mrs. Krenek to discuss a gardening data 
base into which the students will enter gardening data.  It is hoped that this activity will be useful in 
creating charts and graphs as well as give them some practical computer skills.  Mr. Langridge and 
Ms. White are hard at work to make this workable for the classes.  They have put in countless hours 
in this endeavor. 
  Thank you for the many bags of leaves and pine needles you have brought to the 
school the past few weeks.  We can always use more, so do remember to save your pine needles, 
mulched leaves, and weed free newly mown grass clippings for us.  You can drop your bags and any 
pumpkins that you still have on the east side of the school near the water tower where you see the 
‘Drop Here’ sign. We can also use your plastic grocery store shopping bags. They are used to send 
vegetables home with the students.   
 The Growers still have a limited number of preserves left.  A four pack in a cedar carrying case 
is an ideal gift for holiday gift giving.  There is still a supply of fig jam, gingered fig jam, tomato salsa, 
pickles and a bit of pickle relish and green pepper jelly left.  Remember that these donations go to-
ward funding the fifth grade garden and to the upkeep of the pollinator beds and school trees.  Ask 
Mrs. Krenek or e-mail Mrs. Sanders at: josanders@verizon.net  if you can help us liquidate these de-
licious preserves.  When they are gone, they are gone until next summer!  So, don’t delay!  
 The OFE Growers are an all volunteer non-profit organization created specifically to fund and 
administer the gardens and nature programs at the school.  Mrs. Krenek is our president.  Do talk to 
her or send her an e-mail at: deborah.krenek@humbleisd.net, if you have questions. You can also 
learn about the OFE Growers and see pictures of the students in action in the gardens by going to 
their web site at: www.ofegrowers.org.   
 The Growers wish all the students and their families a wonderful winter break and safe and 
happy holidays! 
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