
Growers News for the Week of November 6, 2017 
 
 This week the sweet potato harvest shifted out to the huge bed in the orchard.  Mrs. Krenek’s 
classes harvested half of the planting with astounding results.  At least 5 to 10 pounds of sweet pota-
toes went home with each student!  This Thursday the rest of the bed will be harvested by Ms. 
Warnack’s students. 
 Last week and this, the students learned all about seeds and how to read a seed packet.  
There is enough information on the packet for anyone to be able to successfully plant the seeds in-
side the packet.  Like most things, following the instructions and a bit of practice will allow students to 
become proficient in growing plants.  We love it when parents give their children a bit of space in the 
back yard and some help with making their own garden spot. 
 Yard long beans finally came to an end as they were not producing much.  They were cut up 
and composted.  Several beds in the Annex garden where the sweet potatoes had been, were care-
fully planted by the students with radishes, carrots, and spinach.  Unfortunately, the bed with the car-
rots and spinach was torn up by a rather large dog running through it.  Sad that dog owners who walk 
their dogs on the school grounds let their animals run free.  We were also dismayed that the owner 
did not pick up after the dog. 
 For a number of years, there has been an outdoor classroom in the wooded area at the corner 
of Rt. 1960 and Kings Parkway.  Due to the ever increasing noise level at the intersection the class-
room has not been used much in the past few years.  Last Saturday the Growers and some other 
volunteers moved the benches and the teacher’s podium up to the area behind the brick wall on the 
south side of the school.   We want to especially thank volunteers Mr. and Mrs. Blanton, their son-in-
law, Charlie Weisser, and a family friend, Lee Clark.  They did so much of the heavy work in hauling, 
cleaning, digging and placing the benches in the new outdoor classroom.  Once the wood is dry, it will 
be sanded and sealed. Teachers are encouraged to take their classes out there occasionally to enjoy 
nature.    
 Speaking of nature, have you noticed all the butterflies around campus?  Christina McKinney, 
a mom and volunteer, takes Monarch eggs and larvae from the school gardens to rear at home.  This 
allows the Monarchs to grow in relative safety from predators and certain diseases. She has been 
busy lately as she currently has 185 caterpillars, dozens of eggs, and a half dozen chrysalides.  
Whew!  That’s a lot of mouths to feed.  We hope to do a mass butterfly release when the caterpillars 
have gone through pupation and emerge as butterflies.  Stay tuned….   
  During this month we would love to have your discarded pumpkins that have not been carved. 
We collect the seeds and students dry the seeds to store for spring planting.  If you have carved 
pumpkins to discard let us use them for our compost. Do remember to save your pine needles, 
mulched leaves, and weed free newly mown grass clippings for us.  Drop your bags and pumpkins on 
the east side of the school near the water tower where you see the ‘Drop Here’ sign. We can also use 
your plastic grocery store shopping bags. They are used to send vegetables home with the students.  
The gardens are beautiful right now with all the fall plantings.  If you want to walk around to the south 
side of the school behind the kindergarten wing to have a look, you can also put your pumpkin in the 
compost heap next to the shed. While you are there, take a look at the sign on the shed telling all 
about composting.   
 The OFE Growers are an all volunteer non-profit organization created specifically to fund and 
administer the gardens and nature programs at the school.  Mrs. Krenek is our president.  She envi-
sioned this” hands-on” approach to learning science and math over 15 years ago.  If you have ques-
tions or comments on the programs of the Growers, do talk with her or send her an e-mail at: debo-
rah.krenek@humbleisd.net.  You can also learn about the OFE Growers and see pictures of the stu-
dents  in action by going to their web site at: www.ofegrowers.org.  New pictures are posted weekly 
on the web site.  Click on: “photos from the classroom gardens”.   There are already 125 pictures 
from this year on the site.  By clicking on news, you can follow what is happening in the gardens each 
week.   

mailto:deborah.krenek@humbleisd.net
mailto:deborah.krenek@humbleisd.net
http://www.ofegrowers.org/

