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 With the disruption that Imelda caused, gardening classes were cancelled during the last two 
weeks.  So, this week we will finally continue with Mrs. Smart’s classes. Her students will tour the 
garden facilities and begin their first week of getting their hands (or gloves) dirty working in the gar-
dens.  
Seeds of sugar snap peas and radishes will be planted. Then we will have the October break, after 
which Mrs. Harisis’ and Mrs. Fortner’s classes will follow suit.  
 During this time, the garden volunteers put the garden back into order after the flooding rains.  
The main gardens fared fairly well, but the orchard was a mess.  Based on the debris line well over a 
foot of water ran through this area.  The bags of pine needles so carefully gathered and stacked for 
future use, had floated all the way from the FM 1960 end to the gates by the old water tower.  Bench-
es were toppled, citrus knocked off the trees, landscape timbers floated across the orchard and the 
storage trailer took on 18 inches of water.  The power tools stored there were in water.  Mr. Langridge 
has since cleaned them and brought them back into working order.  Ms. Hamilton graciously pur-
chased a used lawnmower as a spare.  Many thanks to both volunteers. Unfortunately, a half dozen 
40-pound bags of fertilizer also got wet.  We hope we can salvage them.  
 In order to move things along in the garden, the volunteers have planted some radishes, regu-
lar and watermelon types. Mrs. Sanders has started planting seeds in seed trays at her own green-
house, which will later be transplanted by the students into the garden beds.  By doing this, we can 
plant varieties that we would like to grow, rather than what the garden centers offer. 
 Volunteers have harvested okra, long beans, peppers, and eggplant in the last two weeks.  
These will continue for a bit longer, but harvests are small.  To the extent possible, produce harvested 
will be bagged by the students.  Teachers will distribute them to students. Our first big harvest will be 
sweet potatoes in October. Some oranges will also be ready soon.  We are disappointed that many 
fruits are splitting or rotting right on the branches of the trees.  This is no doubt due to the extremely 
high temperatures followed by excessive rain.  The mandarin oranges will be the first to be harvested.  
They will not look like the oranges you find in the grocery stores which are oftentimes dyed orange to 
increase their appeal.  Our fruit will be somewhat green looking, but will have a sweet, juicy flesh.  
 Do go to the web site often to follow the students, find out what they are bringing home in their 
garden bags, and check out the other pages on the web site. Encourage your student to work the bi-
weekly problem posted on the web site.  Answering these will count for extra credit in class. Pictures 
from the first two weeks are already posted on the site.  Give us your feedback. We welcome your 
thoughts and contributions of any kind. www.ofegrowers.org   

Please help us liquidate the preserves from the summer gardens. Several items are now out of 
stock until next summer.  If you want to give a unique gift this holiday season, consider buying a crate 
of jelly branded from OFE.  Tie a red ribbon around the crate and it makes a perfect gift.  We have 
updated the inventory of what is still available. www.ofegrowers.org/produce-inventory.html.   Send us 
a note through the website or to hoppergo@aol.com with your order.  We will make arrangements to 
get the product to you.  What a unique gift for a grandparent, a neighbor, mailman, friend!  Buy it now 
and you will not have to run out at the last minute in a panic.   
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