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 Finally, last week Mrs. Harisis and Mrs. Fortner’s students were able to take their long-delayed 
tour of the gardening facilities and begin their first week of getting their hands (or gloves) dirty working 
in the gardens. More seeds of sugar snap peas and radishes were planted. In addition, several hun-
dred holes in cement blocks (cells) were readied for lettuce planting.  This process required that any 
debris in the holes be removed, compost and fertilizer added, two or three seeds place about one 
quarter of an inch deep in each cell, and finally each cell moistened.  Lettuce should germinate and 
sprout in about ten days.  Most of our planting beds are now bordered by two-hole cement blocks and 
we have discovered these are perfect for lettuce, spinach, radishes and several other small plants.  
 Harvests last week included okra, long beans, peppers, eggplant, radishes, Mandarin oranges, 
and a variety of herbs.  Harvests remain fairly sparse but should increase this week as the students 
will begin digging sweet potatoes.  
 Safety is always among our first priorities in our discussions with the student gardeners.  Last 
week, Mrs. Opperman demonstrated what was perhaps a near miss in a prior class.  One of the gar-
dening gloves had a cut in the thumb.  Did someone get too close to their hand with a pruner or other 
tool?  We will probably never know; however, it was a good lesson for the students to always be safe 
in all their actions while using tools and spending time in the gardens or any activity.    
 Many of the things we grow in the gardens are grown from seed.  A transplant at the garden 
center will typically cost at least $2 in a small 3-inch pot.  For about the same cost you can buy a 
whole packet of seeds which might plant 50 or even 100 seedlings.  We do use transplants for some 
crops only because we are able to harvest much more quickly if the plant is already partially growing 
and we don’t have to wait for germination and a month to get the tiny seedlings up to transplant size.  
Mrs. Sanders has a number of seedlings growing in her home greenhouse to bring to school when 
they are ready.  We have had a hard time finding quality seedlings in garden centers this year.  
 We appreciate all the nice comments on the PTA Facebook page.  We always encourage the 
students to help their parents prepare food dishes using the produce they take home.  We also en-
courage them to give to or trade with another student if they know they are not going to use what they 
get in their bag.  We also know that many of the students actually eat their whole bag of produce be-
fore they get home.  If none is showing up with your student, Mom and Dad, you might ask them how 
it was.  Since all our produce is organic and has no pesticide or other chemicals on it, there is no 
harm if they do eat the produce even without washing it.  
 Last week Mrs. Fortner’s classes used their garden results in a practical way.  First, they made 
a chart of the harvest of various vegetables during a month of this year.  They followed this up by sur-
veying the cost of these organic fruits and vegetables if there were to buy them at a grocery store.  
Then they calculated the value of what had been harvested that month.  Data collection is an im-
portant part of gardening each week.  Practical application is also important! 
 We hope to liquidate much of the rest of the summer preserves on Thursday but we will update 
our inventory after that is over to let you know what is still available if you want to reserve a crate or a 
few jars as holiday gifts.  To assure you get some of what is left as a holiday gift, send an e-mail to 
hoppergo@aol.com and we will reserve it for you. Go to this web site to find out what is still available.  
First come first served.  www.ofegrowers.org/produce-inventory.html. 
 Also spend a little time on the web site weekly to follow the students, find out what they are 
bringing home in their garden bags, and check out the other pages on the web site. Encourage your 
student to work the bi-weekly problem posted on the web site.  Answering these problems will count 
for extra credit in class. There are already over 110 pictures posted on the web site.  Teachers take 
the pictures each week and they are then posted by Mr. Langridge shortly after each week’s classes.  
Can you find your picture?  If not, look again next week.   

Give us your feedback. We welcome your thoughts and contributions of any kind.  We are a 
non-profit organization and rely on contributions to keep the program going. www.ofegrowers.org   
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