
 

 

Growers News for the Week of October 9, 2017 
 
 
 Student orientation to the gardens and nature areas is complete.  Each student has received 
their gardening manual, a 54 page booklet created specifically for the 5th grade students at OFE.  At 
the end of the school year students will be able to take this booklet home for future use.  During orien-
tation some students were shocked to find out they do receive a grade in gardening and that there is 
a final exam at the end of the year.  The booklet has questions (and answers) for all questions that 
will be on the test.  Students are urged to fill out the answers as the pages are reviewed in class.    
Some students had assumed gardening was all fun and games; however science and math is 
stressed in every class with a “hands-on” approach.  Most students do love this experience. 
 Ms. Warnack’s two classes will be working in the gardens and nature areas this week.   They 
will be planting cole crops, radishes, lettuce, turnips, and several herb varieties.  They will be harvest-
ing some radishes, peppers, beans, herbs, and maybe a few other things.  Since gardening is only 
beginning, there may not be enough for everyone to bring a bag home in the first few weeks. Over the 
course of the year each of the 130 5th graders will take home an equal amount of the harvest.  Last 
year the students grew about 3400 pounds of produce during the school year. When your student 
does bring home a bag of produce, we hope you will try to use it.  The students work hard to grow this 
organic produce. They are so proud of the “fruits of their labor”.  We hope the whole family enjoys!  
Perhaps the whole family may find a new favorite food.    
 Produce from the summer gardens is shared with those that help with the weekly maintenance 
and picking, and the remainder is preserved for a fundraiser to help support the expenses of the gar-
dening program.  If you have not helped with that effort, we do still have several hundred jars availa-
ble for a donation of $5 a jar.  With a purchase of four ½ pint jars you get a cedar carrying case free.  
These are ideal holiday gifts for grandparents, neighbors and friends.  
 This week the students will learn more about garden and outdoor safety.  Safety is no acci-
dent!  Every student is expected to follow the rules and if they don’t, they simply can’t participate.  We 
do require that on gardening days all students wear closed-toe shoes.  In addition we will be talking 
about good gardening practices as well.   
 If you can’t afford to donate to this program, do consider helping us with your time.  We are all 
volunteers and can use your help.  We also collect and use pine needles, mulched leaves, and weed 
free newly mown grass clippings.  Drop your bags on the east side of the school near the water tow-
er.  We can also use your plastic grocery store shopping bags. They are used to send vegetables 
home with the students. 
 The OFE Growers are an all volunteer non-profit organization created specifically to fund and 
administer the gardens and nature programs at the school.  Mrs. Krenek is our president.  She envi-
sioned this” hands-on” approach to learning science and math over 15 years ago.  If you have ques-
tions or comments on the programs of the Growers, do talk with her or send her an e-mail at: debo-
rah.krenek@humbleisd.net.  You can also learn about the OFE Growers and see pictures of them in 
action by going to their web site at: www.ofegrowers.org.  New pictures of this year’s students in the 
gardens are available now by going to the web site and clicking on: Photos from the classroom gar-
dens.   By clicking on news, you can follow each week what is happening in the gardens.  
 It is with sadness that we tell you that Jo Sanders’ husband, Ken, passed away last week.  
Mrs. Sanders was our first volunteer gardener at Oak Forest.  While Mr. Sanders never worked in the 
gardens with the students, his handy work is present all over campus as he was the chief architect 
and master builder of the Little Red Shed, parts of the outdoor classroom, the benches around the 
shed, and the benches in the orchard area.  Ken’s favorite pastime was working with and riding his 
horses.  We learned a lot from Ken and he will be deeply missed.  We all send our prayers and best 
wishes to Jo in her time of grief.   
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