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 The weather has turned extremely hot. The garden is putting up a good fight but the cucumbers, and 

tomatoes are fast disappearing. The beans on the other hand are doing well and the okra is beginning to produce. 

Deep watering has become a major activity during each visit to the gardens as the ground is drying out and of course 

the vegetation needs evaporation to keep cool. Even so the leaves show minor wilt during the midday but bounce 

back in the evening when the demand on water is lessened a bit. Sunday evening was the first time we felt it was 

necessary to do extra watering to keep the okra, beans, and other vegetables from being stressed, thanks Eric for the 

help.  

 The two work benches were sealed Saturday, thanks Kristi and Bruce. The cross beam for the compost shade 

cloth was also painted red this Saturday. We are fast making progress with regards to having the garden area ready 

for classes. That being said, it is still uncertain how the start of the school year will begin. It seems that only staff will 

be allowed in the school. One exception is that volunteers will be allowed to access the bathrooms near the outside 

doorways. So it seems that our ½ hour class presentations are going to be narrated power point lessons under the 

guidance of the science faculty. The students are still expected to come out to work in the gardens for the other ½ 

hour on Thursdays.  

Back to the narrated power point lessons: There are approximately ten lessons that need to be prepared for the 

school year. The orientation and safety lessons are in progress and should be ready shortly. The lesson plan is on the 

website and the power point slides are also on the website, but they need to be narrated by those of us who wish to 

prepare a lesson. Preparing a narrated power point lesson is not as difficult as it sounds, so don’t be put off by the 

idea. If you have done a Zoom or Skype session and have power point on your computer, then you have the 

equipment necessary to do a narrated power point lesson. It does take a bit of practice to get in the swing but it is 

fun all the same. The thing is not to be a super perfectionist. There is always room for doing something different. That 

doesn’t mean that one is preferred over the other. I’m sure I’m preaching to the choir as there are so many teachers 

among us. That said you may not want to do one and that’s fine but before Gudrun and I have all the fun I thought I’d 

offer to share. I’m willing to help set up the power point process if you would like but I think you are all probably 

better at it than am I. I am attaching the lesson plan schedule to this newsletter so you can see the schedule and the 

lessons. I know a number of you have said you will be happy to do one if we needed the help, but I’d like you pick out 

what you feel happiest with as narration often is smoother if you really feel comfortable with what it is you want to 

say. And remember these are not supposed to be over 30 to 40 min presentations. The lessons are in order of being 

presented with orientation and safety the first week of September. 

  


