
Growers News for the Week of April 23, 2018 
  
 Students have certainly enjoyed  wonderful weather in the garden lately.  Our summer crops 
are coming along.  Peppers are ripening, the first tomato was picked, squash has gone home with a 
few students, and a few potatoes have been ‘robbed’.  While these crops are just starting, we are still 
picking some of the spring crops such as carrots, sugar snap peas, and Swiss chard.  Since the 
freeze damaged many of the blooms on the loquat tree, not all students were able to take some 
home.  Of course, many of the fruits may have been eaten before students got home. 
 The compost team emptied bin number three into bags to be stored for later use.  This week 
bin number two will be turned into bin three. Eventually bin one will be turned into bin two. That will 
give us space in bin one to start the cycle all over again.  This is also a way to turn the compost and 
introduce more air into it, making the microbes ‘cook’ the organic material.   
 More eggplants were planted this past week since some creature had eaten off the tops of 
some of the previously planted ones.  There are always challenges in the garden.  The sugar snap 
peas are suffering from powdery mildew, a result of our humid climate.  Powdery mildew shuts off the 
light hitting the surface of the plants’ leaves, thus shutting down photosynthesis.  This eventually 
causes the plant’s death. That is not a bad thing in this case as these peas don’t like our hot sum-
mers either and they will come down to make way for sweet potatoes in about a month.  
 Several teams of students helped Mrs. Opperman plant more milkweed and some nectar 
plants in the monarch watch beds.  Butterflies are laying eggs, and those larvae will be hungry.  The 
afternoon team beautified the marquee beds with pentas.  Over the weekend  Mr. and  Mrs. 
Opperman planted begonias in front of the pentas.  The beds were nicely mulched as well.  While the 
students were out front, they looked at all the class trees planted over the years and picked up litter in 
that area.  The 5th grade tree also was staked as the recent winds had caused it to tilt a bit.  
 The class lessons for the next two weeks will be about insects and their role in nature.  We will 
also take a close look at the insects that may cause damage to our plants in the garden.  Eventually 
we will discuss how we can best deal with damage-causing insects without using harmful chemical 
insecticides.  Our garden is proof that using organic methods really does work.   
  The OFE Growers love volunteers!  Now is the time for 4th grade parents and grandparents to 
join us as volunteers for next year. Let us know if you would like to help and to learn to garden. Mrs. 
Krenek is our president.  Do talk to her or send her an e-mail at: deborah.krenek@humbleisd.net, if 
you have questions. You can also learn about the OFE Growers and see pictures of the students in 
action in the gardens by going to their web site at: www.ofegrowers.org.  The web site is constantly 
changing.   
 On May 24th at 4 PM the OFE Growers will have their annual meeting.  Please attend if 
you would like to offer input into how we function next year or if you have any questions.  We 
do need parent input, physical, and financial help if the gardening program at OFE is to con-
tinue.  The OFE Growers is a non-profit organization with no funding from the school district.   
 Let’s all show our Falcon Pride by eliminating litter on campus and recycling as many items as 
we can.  If everyone picks up one piece of litter daily the campus will shine!  Have you recycled your 
soda can or water bottle and picked up a piece of litter today.  Be an example!  If you don’t, who will?  
Please also bring your cardboard and paper including junk mail, newspapers and magazines to the 
school.  The paper retriever in the east parking lot is waiting to be filled.  Did you know the school 
makes money based on the pounds of good recyclable paper and cardboard put into that bin?   Clean 
plastic bottles and aluminum cans are recyclable in the bin by the school dumpster.  No plastic bags 
please.  And do put paper and cardboard in the Paper Retriever along the fence.  Always flatten 
cardboard boxes so you don’t fill the bin with air.  No glass please for safety reasons.  Glass can be 
recycled in Kingwood at the Park and Ride lot every weekend.  .  
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