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 Last week was the planned Arbor Day planting of the 5th grade tree on Thursday.  Unfortunately the 
weather did not cooperate!  By Thursday afternoon, the hole which a couple teams of students had dug on 
Monday was full of water.  A large cover had been stretched across the hole and that was full of water.  Now 
the challenge becomes how to remove the water without soaking all the soil below it.  In 15 years of planting a 
5th grade tree we have never had a rainout before but we are optimistic that we will get it planted this Thursday 
at 1;30 PM.  
 This year the tree to be planted is a Chinkapin Oak.  It will be removed from a 30 gallon pot and should 
grow to be 50 to 70 feet tall eventually. Eighty one percent of the 5th graders earned at least $3 or worked dur-
ing recess in the school to earn a scholarship.  These 122 students enjoyed a dessert party provided by the 
garden volunteers last Thursday.  We are so proud of all these students who earned their money to pay for the 
tree that they are donating to the school.  The tree is being located on the playground area south of the school. 
 With the rain on Thursday there was no gardening outside, but in class the students in Mrs. Smart’s two 
classes learned about tomatoes.   Tomato growing in home gardens is the most popular of all home grown 
fruits and vegetables.  The students learned that tomatoes are actually a fruit even though many people con-
sider them to be vegetables.  The first wild tomatoes were found in South America and from those all the hun-
dreds of current varieties have evolved.  Students were asked if they like tomatoes and several said they did 
not.  Mrs. Sanders challenged them asking:  Do you like pizza, spaghetti, catsup?  Most agreed they do like 
tomatoes in some form.  They were challenged to keep an open mind and try the fresh tomatoes we will grow 
in the school gardens.  There is nothing like a fresh home grown tomato.  Store bought cannot even compete!  
 Mrs. Sanders and Mr. Opperman have grown most of the tomatoes that will be planted at the school at 
their homes from seeds that were planted around January 1st.  At last count they have over 200 tomatoes and 
peppers almost ready for transplant to the gardens.  We are able to experiment with these plants, fill the gar-
dens with 40 to 50 plants, and have some left over for volunteers to take home to plant in home gardens.   
 Speaking of weather, this week will be a challenge for the garden.  Temperatures on Tuesday and 
Wednesday morning are predicted to drop to the high twenties or low thirties.  Anything below 32 degrees for 
more than a few hours will kill some plants.  While we have not planted many frost intolerant plants so far this 
late winter, we do have some that could be damaged.  Our potatoes are peaking out of the ground.  They could 
freeze.  The sugar cane has already been vigorously growing and it could freeze.  A few tomatoes have been 
planted and they will surely freeze if not covered tightly.  Sugar Snap peas have been producing lots of pods 
and they may be damaged.  Most severe could be our citrus crops.  All the oranges, grapefruit, and lemons are 
blooming.  The blooms may freeze leaving none to develop into citrus next fall.  Pears, figs, plums, bananas, 
and persimmons, too, may lose their blossoms.  We will hope for the best for all these plants.  Other cole 
crops, lettuce, radishes, and herbs should be able to withstand a light frost.    
 The OFE Growers is a group of parents, grandparents, teachers, and community members who volun-
teer to maintain the gardens and nature areas at the school.  We are a 501-c-3 all volunteer non-profit organi-
zation.  Emily Fortner, a 5th grade science and math teacher, is the president of the Growers organization. We 
welcome new volunteers and support from you.  Call Mrs. Fortner at 281-641-2834 or e-mail her at:                                              
emily.fortner@humbleisd.net, if you have questions or can help in any way.  Donations can be sent to: 
OFE Growers, PO Box 1525, Kingwood, TX 77325. We appreciate your donations to help fund the gardening 
program.  And yes, think of the value of all those groceries your students bring home.  
 Please go to the web site for the Growers to see answers to puzzles, the tree rat video, photos of the 
students in action in the gardens, and much more. www.ofegrowers.org   We hope to have Arbor Day pictures 
on the web site shortly after the event.    

mailto:emily.fortner@humbleisd.net
http://www.ofegrowers.org/

