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The great onion planting exercise has begun with Mrs. Smart’s classes planting about one third of the 
onion sets last Thursday.  This week it will be up to Mrs. Harisis’ and Mrs.Fortner’s classes to finish 
planting the rest of the onion sets, provided the weather cooperates. Only Texas 1015Y onion sets 
are being planted this year.  The students learned that this type of onion is the Texas state vegetable. 
We have high hopes for a great harvest in May.  
 
More pumpkins will face smashing by the students this week as we collect seeds that they will plant 
later this spring.  If you would like to try roasting the seeds, let your student know and we will send 
seed home with them.  The pumpkin flesh will make our compost heat up quite nicely as the microbes 
consume all those good carbohydrates. 
 
The harvests are quite extensive right now with various citrus fruits still coming in and many of the 
leafy greens and cole crops ready for harvest.  One of the more interesting vegetables that is grown 
in our gardens is the Veronica Romanesco cauliflower.  We have some beauties this year. When har-
vested they provide the basis for a math discussion.  Students learn that these cauliflowers exhibit a 
math sequence called the Fibonacci Sequence.  Ask your student to explain this phenomenon to you.  
Look for this sequence in other things occurring in nature. 
 
Speaking of math, has your student worked Exercise Four on the OFE Growers web 
site(www.ofegrowers.org)?  (Once on the web site, go to the 5th grade program tab and then click on 
exercises).  It looks like many of Mrs. Fortner’s students have worked on solving this problem.  Cor-
rect answers, showing their process at arriving at the answer, will be rewarded with extra math credit 
and a possible prize from the Growers.  Encourage your student to check out the website with you on 
a regular basis, not only to work these problems, but to see their latest gardening photos, and to read 
interesting articles or puzzles. 
 
We have started posting the weekly harvest on the PTA Parents’ Face Book page.  Check it out to 
see what might be coming home in the harvest bags.  Of course, not all students will be bringing 
some of everything listed home, as we try to divide the harvest up in an equitable fashion.  We are 
also wrapping the things that are prone to wilting quickly in a damp paper towel in hopes of this keep-
ing the produce fresh.  Let us know if this is helping. 
 
The push is on for students to earn their three-dollar donation for the fifth-grade tree purchase.  A 
cork oak has been located and will be purchased later this month. We are excited about finding this 
kind of oak, as they are not commonly planted in our area, but should grow well here. This year’s tree 
will be panted on February 13th out along the track and assuming the weather is good. Collection of 
the students’ donations started last week.  Classes with the highest percent student participation have 
been promised a dessert party by the Growers. A paper tree will sprout in the back hall of the school 
and as a student brings in their three dollars in an envelope with their name and teacher’s name on it, 
a leaf with their name will ‘grow’ on the tree.  Check out the Arbor Day tab on the website, 
www.ofegrowers.org. Remember this tree is to be from the students. They have been challenged to 
earn the three dollars and not beg their parents for the money. Students who do not make their con-
tribution will be able to watch but will not be able to participate in the planting exercise. Many parents 
who are available, always come to watch this very exciting event.  It will be held about 1:00 PM.   
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