
Growers News for the Week of January 8, 2018 
 
 Last week, it was a cold week for the gardens and all of us here in the Atascocita area.  Three 
nights were below freezing with the coldest night, Wednesday, going down to 24 degrees.  Most of 
our garden plants cannot take that low of a temperature without some protection.  The volunteers did 
cover  most of the plants with frost cloth and in some cases pine needles.  When these were removed 
during the 5th grade classes on Thursday most of the plants had survived.  Yeah! 
 With the prospects for that cold of temperatures it was determined the picking of citrus could 
not wait until Thursday and almost all the rest of the citrus was picked by the volunteers on Tuesday.  
It was taken into the classrooms for disposition.  It was a very good crop this year with the Meyer 
Lemons, the Republic of Texas Orange, the Navel Orange and the Henderson Grapefruit being the 
most prolific.  The kumquat trees also had lots of fruit.  In the next month we will prune the trees and 
fertilize them hoping for a great harvest again next year.  
 More work was done on bed rebuilding and realignment.  We are replacing all the rotting tim-
bers in the main garden with concrete blocks.  Some of the beds are also being raised to give the 
roots more good soil in which to grow.  The native soil under the main garden was most likely fill dirt 
brought in when the school was built.  Over the years that dirt has been replaced with compost and 
good soil.  By raising the beds not only can the soil be improved but the drainage is also enhanced. 
 In the classroom these two weeks students are leaning about onions.  These will be planted 
starting next week.  This week, students will be working the beds where they will be planted ridding 
them of any weeds and adding an organic fertilizer.  Sugar cane will also be discussed.  We have a 
stand at the school which they are harvesting.  With what they take home they must decide if they 
want to eat it or plant it.   
 5th Grade Tree:  Students are being encouraged to bring in their $3.00 donation for the pur-
chase of the oak tree that each fifth grade class gives to the school.  This donation should be earned 
by the students, not given to them.  The Arbor Day celebration will be on February 22 at 1:30.  Mark 
your calendar to attend as this is one of the big events each year for the 5th graders.   
 Data Entry in the Gardens:   Last week students began using Chromebooks to record data 
from the gardens. Denton Langridge and Debbie White were instrumental in putting this program to-
gether with the cooperation of Trena Stamford our OFE computer teacher and expert. Since the gar-
dens are part of the science and math curriculum this is a natural extension of the ‘hands on learning’ 
experiences they are getting in this gardening and nature program.   Using real data for entry and 
then analyzing the results is the goal and a new learning experience for these students.  
 Recycling at OFE:  In addition to the many bags of pine needles and leaves that are recycled 
on campus every year, there are two more recycling resources available.  The recycling bin next to 
the school and the trash dumpster is primarily for the use of the school for paper, cardboard, cans 
and plastic bottles.  The bin along the east property line is specifically for paper and cardboard.  The 
school earns a bit of money from the proceeds of this bin if it is not contaminated with other items.  
When recycling, boxes should always be broken down to keep the bins from filling up with air.  Items, 
too, should never be in plastic bags.  If you are putting plastic or metal into the single stream bin by 
the school, do empty your bag into the bin and never put film plastic into that bin.  Grocery bags and 
all film plastic can be recycled at HEB, Kroger, Lowes, Walmart, etc.   
 Butterflies:  Mrs. McKinney reports that over 400 butterflies, mostly Monarchs, were raised 
and released at Oak Forest in 2017.  Working one critter at a time to make the earth a better place!  
 Fig Jam:  We are still trying to liquidate 66 jars of fig jam.  (Buy four and get a 5th jar Free!)  
Help us if you can.  E-mail:  josanders@verizon.net if you can use a supply of this.  
 The OFE Growers are an all volunteer non-profit organization created specifically to fund and 
administer the gardens and nature programs at the school.  Mrs. Krenek is our president.  Do talk to 
her or send her an e-mail at: deborah.krenek@humbleisd.net, if you have questions. You can also 
learn about the OFE Growers and see pictures of the students in action in the gardens by going to 
their web site at: www.ofegrowers.org.  Additional features are being added to the website.  Recently 
a complete layout of the gardens was added.     http://www.ofegrowers.org/garden-layouts.html. 
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